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the project will ba known as DISCOVERER-THOR project and it will be .

' MIMOR-ANDUM FOR THE SECRETA.RY OF THE AIR FORCE
Attn; The Unde:r Secretary of the Air Force

SUBJECT: WS-117L Program

As announced yesterday, ARPA has inaugurated 2 program to
develop a number of systems and techniques which will be employed in the

' ophration of space vekicles, This program, known 3s DISCOVERER, will,

in atcordance with the wishos of the Administration, include not only this
THOR launchings previously sssociated with the WS-117L program, but
will be continued to include similer projerts that are not operationally
oriented. '

The ﬂxst _such project consists of the THOR vekicles and as loci?d
cpsts previously carried as a part of the WS-117L program, Henkefo Ty

u“couury to estahlisk the identity of this project upartte from thé WS-II?L
program, It is recognized that such a division will involve arhitrifry “3 -

: in view of the common items involved and that the divm&i of |
will have to be made on a statistical rather than ar s6counting basis, 5
Further, it will be necessary that separate development plans znd actyity
and irogrou reports be submitted, An ARPA Order to this effect is in
procéss,

Consistent with the separation of these programs, we are tentatively
re-allocating our FY 1959 monies so as to show apprmtoly#
allokable to DISCOVERER-THOR project ard allocable to

SENTKY program, Similarly, for FY 1940 we have allocate MENEEEED :

DISCOYERER-THOR project and QIR o the SENTRY program,

In response to your memezrandum of November 17, and in conﬁrm -

tion of our several conversations or the subject, the Secretery of dee
and ARPA agreed to the asslgnmert by the Air Force of the operational
responsibility for the SENTRY program tc the ARDC for the next severzl
yu.r- and unti! fina] objectives are obtaized, It is 2lsc zgreed that the

ve basic center to be established 2t or nerx Offutl Alr Force Babe
2t some future date, and any related conters pertirent to the program, will
bé operated by ARDC,

Jeclassified and Aeieasec oy w2
in Accordance with E. O. 12958
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YOuT. citation of the many fuct.orl involved ARPA s aclions
t:£6¥ Ecton Teliting to both DISCOVERER-THOR projéct akd.
. SENTRY ﬁrogram, will be communicated to thée Secretary of the Air Fé
--Am The Depuly Chiéf of Staff, Development, witk copy to the Assista
. ry of thb Alr Force for Rescsrch and Devslopmﬂhto s
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